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THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF HARFORD COUNTY 
BEL AIR, MARYLAND 


March 18th, 1931. 


American Neumismatic Society, 
Broadway & 156th St., 
New York City. 


Gentlemen:- 


I am enclosing you photograph of a medal of the 
head of Gen. Lafayette, which I have found in this town, 
with a legend associated with it. It has been in the 
family for a great many years, and is stated to have been 
sent by Gen. Lafayette to them after his return to France, 
because he spent a night in their home. 


I have not been able to find a letter of trans- 
mittal which should have been with it and should have been 
treasured, except that the owners do not appreciate that 
phase of the matter, and will not examine their old papers 
to discover if there is such a letter, From my investigations, 
however, I am inclined to believe that Lafayette might have 
stopped in Bel Air during his trip in 1784, when he spent 
twelve days with Washington at Mt. Vernon, and was on his way 
during November of that year to New York, from whence he 
sailed home in December, 1784, 


If on his return to France and prior to the French 
Revolution, he had these medals struck off in Paris and sent 
back, there should be more than the one medal which I have 
found. 


boes your Society know anything of this medal at 
any Other place where Lafayette stayed and sent it back as a 
souvenir of his visit? 


As we are having a Lafayette celebration here on 
May «nd, commemorating the Sesqui-Centennial of his having 
crossed the Susquehanna River with his troops, on the way to 
engage Cornwallis prior to the Battle of Yorktown, I am anxious 
to check up any imformation that I can on this medal, to be 
used in some literature and publicity which will be released 
in connection with the celebration on that date. 


Thanking you for any information you may be able 
to give me on the subject, I an, 


Very truly yours, 
Ao ie 


Secretary-Treasurer, 


: 


Merch 21,1951 
J. Alexis Shriver, Esq. 
Seeretary~Treastrer . | | 
The Historical society of Hartford County , ee | Ae 
Bel Air, Maryland tS ; HAN ns 


Dear Sir: 


f 


ZI an ek interested in your photograph of the Tatesetee. 


medal. I have never seen one like it. The portrait is ‘absolutely 
: 


unlike any I have come across and I cannot reeancile myself that it is 


a portrait. ‘Nevertheless, I think it probably is, just as bande ; 
that there is a@ only a presentation piece from the Marquis to peorle es 
hedthought had begeiended him. The piece looks to me like a repousse- 


shell, a method diets used at that period. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator. 


